
 TOWN OF ROUND TOP REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING  

                                    September 11th 2017  
   

Council met for the regular meeting at the Courthouse.  Mayor Albers called the meeting to order at 7:30 A.M.  Louis Sellers 

was absent.  

  

Minutes of the July meeting were read by Steve Ditsler (there was no meeting in August).  Jerry Hinkel suggested that he did 

not agree with the wastewater report.  He also stated that he wants minutes distributed within three days of meetings.  Frank 

Hillbolt motioned to approve the minutes.  Steve Ditsler second.  Motion carried.  

  

Council reviewed treasurers reports for July and August.  Jerry Hinkel suggested budget percentages be applied as percentage 

of Year to Date budgeted amount. He also questioned the category of contract labor.  Ronny Sacks motioned to approve July 

reports.  Frank Hillbolt second.  Motion carried.  Steve Ditsler motioned to approve reports for August.  Ronny Sacks second.  

Motion carried.  

  

Lynn Conine addressed the Mayor and Council with concerns about the wastewater system.  Jeanette Burger addressed 

Council to express her dissatisfaction with following State policy concerning publishing of meeting minutes.  

  

Frank Hillbolt had no activity to report concerning DYD improvement projects on the square during July and August.  

  

Ronny Sacks reported that the Fire Station is complete and suggested that Council schedule a public dedication for either 

Saturday, October 14th. or 21st.  These dates are near the actual anniversary date the organization was founded in 1902.  Ronny 

and the Mayor will discuss planning details with officials of the Fire Department.  

  

The Mayor discussed the need to develop a master plan for the full expansion of the wastewater system.  He has had 

discussions with our town engineer, James Weishuhn, who estimates that it would require a cost anywhere from twenty-five 

hundred ($2,500.00) dollars to five thousand ($5,000.00) dollars.  Steve Ditsler motioned to approve the project development, 

with a cost not to exceed five thousand  

($5,000.00) dollars.  Frank Hillbolt second.  Motion carried.  Jerry Hinkel asked which budget item would apply for the expense.  

The Mayor suggested placing it as Contract Labor.  

  

The Mayor reported a change in ownership of an existing wastewater system connection.  The former Mesquite Marble and 

Iron showroom has been sold to Tyrone and Sharon Clark and will operate under the name Coyote Station.  The business has 

nine  cabins that will operate as a lodging business during the Spring and Fall shows.  The Mayor suggested that in addition to 



the existing wastewater rate, they be charged four ($4.00) per day per occupied cabin for sewer service, payable quarterly 

same as we provide service to the RV Park.  Steve Ditsier motioned to approve.  Ronny Sacks second.  Motion carried.  

The Mayor informed council of a change in the grease trap/septic cleaning policy.  We can no longer choose which service 

provider must pump systems tanks.  Steve Ditsler motioned that customers choose provider as long as they are licensed, 

bonded and annually register credentials with the Town of Round Top.  Frank Hillbolt second.  Motion carried.  

  

The Mayor updated Council on various details of the upcoming show.  He reported confusion about show dates since several 

venues have broken from the regular schedule used by most of the venues in previous years.  Some are starting a week earlier 

and closing a week earlier then the majority that has been the standard in the past.  

  

The Mayor reported that the term of our tax appraisal board representative is ending at the end of this calendar year.  Ronny 

Sacks motioned to nominate Kevin Ullrich for another term of two years, saying that he has served our north part of the 

county, including towns and school districts very well.  Frank Hillbolt second.  Motion carried.  
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The Mayor reminded Council that it is time to set municipal property tax rate for next year.  For many past years, Council has 

chosen to accept the “roll back rate,” which provides a slight increase in revenue which cannot be rolled back.  Steve Ditsler 

motioned that we continue this tradition, setting the new rate at .0493 cents per one hundred dollars.  Ronny Sacks second.  

Motion carried  

  

The Mayor reported that the Chamber has not reported to the Town on how the Chamber used the HOT Tax funds give to 

Chamber. This is required by law. Therefore, the Mayor told Chamber no more HOT Tax funds until Town receives the reports. 

Steve Ditsler motioned that the Town withhold the funds till the Chamber provides all requested supports. Frank Hillbolt 

second.  Motion carried.  

  

Council discussed the Wastewater and General budgets for fiscal 2018.  Jerry Hinkel motioned to table discussion for this 

month.  Steve Ditsler second.  Motion carried.  

  

Council discussed holding a special meeting on September 15th to further discuss Land Use Ordinance issues.  Discussion would 

be for Council only.  Steve Ditsler motioned to approve and Ronny Sacks second.  Ronny Sacks, Frank Hillbolt and Steve Ditsler 

approved.  Jerry Hinkel voted against. Motion carried.  

  

Council reviewed the wastewater analysis reports from Aqua Tech for July & August.  Steve Ditsler motioned to accept the 

report.  Frank Hillbot second.  Ronny Sacks, Frank Hillbolt and Steve Ditsler approved.  Jerry Hinkel voted against. Motion 

carried.  

  



Steven Cain presented Building Official report for July and August.  Jerry Hinkel questioned Mr. Cain’s authority of enforcing 

the current Land Use Ordinance.  

  

Mayor Albers announced that the next regular meeting will be on Monday, October 16th at 7:30 A.M.  

  

Council recessed the regular meeting to go into executive session.  When the regular meeting was called back to order.  Steve 

Ditsler motioned to give the Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem Ronny Sacks authority to address personnel, including taking 

corrective action including termination if required for current situation.  Frank Hillbolt second.  Motion carried.    

  

The Mayor announced that Councilman Louis Sellers had tendered a letter of resignation effective September 3rd.   

  

Ronny Sacks reported that Luke Sternadel, precinct two employee and candidate to replace the retiring commissioner, 

contacted him to verify his intentions to repair or replace and widen the culverts on Austin Street.  Including both intersections 

first on Washington Street and then on Live Oak Street.  The project will also include paving of Live Oak Street from Austin to 

Mill Street and paving of Bybee Lane. The project will also include signs in Round Top Oaks. Frank Hillbolt motioned to approve 

the project.  Steve Ditsler second.  Motion carried.  

  

Jerry Hinkel motioned to adjourn.  Frank Hillbolt second.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 10:08 A.M.  

  

  

___________________________         _________________________   

Barnell Albers, Mayor                       Dwight M. Nittsche   
   

Town Of Round Top                        Secretary/Treasurer  


